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by Gavin Fuller
It will be a lot easier for concert

attendees to give a warm welcome to the
p e r fo rm e rs at the Anacortes Jazz and
Blues Festival this year. For the past six
y e a rs, Northwest jazz fans have huddled
together and tried not to shiver while
e n j oying music from top intern ational and
r egional art i s t s. Curtis Wharf on Guemes
Channel was a great location, with a
stunning view of the San Juan Islands. In
recent years, org a n i ze rs shifted the Fe s t i v a l
a few weeks earlier, hoping to luck out with
some warmer temperat u r e s. I recall last
y e a r, when even the fire of Hammond B3
titan Dr. Lonnie Smith couldn’t warm our
chilled bones. Not to worry, this year the
cozy Anacortes Po rt Warehouse will be
our sheltered domain for the weekend. 

F r i d ay ’s Gala Dinner and Concert will be
held at 6pm at the Wa r e h o u s e, and will
f e ature pianist-singer Dena DeRose and her
t r i o. She returns to Anacortes after
p e r fo rming at the Festival in 2006. 

“ Th e r e ’s not a speck of self-import a n c e
or pretension as DeRose joyously makes
her way through new and old tunes… her
voice has a fresh, clear-headed quality that
speaks of self-confi d e n c e, ” said acclaimed
writer Donald Elfman. Joel Siegal praised
her as “the most creative and compelling
s i n g e r-pianist since Shirley Horn .”

The incomparable Allen Toussaint and
his band will perfo rm at 7:30pm on
S at u r d ay. Mr. Toussaint is one of the most
c e l e b r ated musicians to hail from New
O r l e a n s. It would be foolish to attempt to
s u m m a r i ze his contributions (as composer,
p ro d u c e r, arranger, pianist and singer) to
American music in the last 50 years. In
s h o rt, this concert should not be missed.

Opening for Mr. Toussaint are Kim Field
and the Mighty Titans of To n e. The Seat t l e
R&B band is
a relat i v e l y
new gro u p,
but O p t i o n
M aga z i n e
c r e d i t e d
s e a s o n e d
f ront man
Kim Field
with “ s o m e
of the
s m o o t h e s t
h a rm o n i c a
w o rk you will
ever hear.”

In prev i o u s
Fe s t i v a l s,
c o n c e rts have taken place throughout the
a f t e rnoon on two stag e s. This year,
consider spending the day ex p l o r i n g
A n a c o rt e s ’s Old Town district, Deception

Pass State Pa rk or any portion of the ov e r
60 miles of trails throughout the city. Vi s i t
w w w. a n a c o rt e s. o rg for more day-trip ideas. 

After enjoying Ms. DeRose or Mr.
Toussaint, head out into one of the most
active weekends of Anacortes nightlife.
F rom 9pm to midnight on Friday and
S at u r d ay, you’ll be hard-pressed to decide
where to head fi rst to enjoy music fro m
many of the Nort h w e s t ’s finest jazz &
blues artists and gro u p s. Seven popular
A n a c o rtes restaurants and clubs including
the Rockfish Grill, The Brown Lantern ,
Wat e rt own Pub and Star Bar will host
p e r fo rm e rs and as many fans as fire code
and seating allows! In all seriousness, in
p r evious years
many of these
venues have been
reduced to
standing ro o m
o n l y. If one venue
or perfo rm e r
d o e s n ’t suit your
taste or you
simply can’t get in
the door, no
w o r r i e s. Just walk
a few steps up or
d own Commerc i a l
Street – six locations are within 3 blocks.
Bellissima Tr attoria, at 904 Commercial, is a
little further but word is their lasagna is
d e finitely worth the trip. 

B e l l i n g h a m ’s own Cheryl Jewell is rising
fast in the regional jazz vocalist scene,
placing fi rst ru n n e r-up to Nort h w e s t
f avorite Greta Matassa at the Seat t l e - K o b e
Sister City Jazz competition in Marc h .
S h e ’ll be at the Majestic Inn & Spa on
F r i d ay. 

Olympia native Mia Ve rm i l l i o n ’s blues
vocals and guitar will blend with the styling
of dobro and slide guitar master Orv i l l e
Johnson at Adrift on Sat u r d ay. Other Ja z z
Walk perfo rm e rs include Thomas Marriott,
M a rk Tay l o r, Frankly Moanin’ and Mambo
C a d i l l a c, to name a few. For a complete
lineup be sure to visit
w w w. a n a c o rt e s. o rg / j a z z w a l k . c f m .

S u l t ry songstress Stephanie Po rter is a
S e attle native and has been on the scene
for more than 15 years. Hear her from 
1-2pm on Sunday. Next, the Seat t l e
R e p e rt o ry Jazz Orchestra will present a
fantastic show celebrating the brilliance of
the late “ G e n i u s, ” R ay Charles. The SRJO
has been perfo rming for nearly 15 years and
its roster includes 17 of the very best and
most experienced Northwest jazz
m u s i c i a n s. Hammond B3 master Joe Doria,
guest singers and the SRJO will present
songs from the Ray Charles’ hit 1961 album
“Genius + Soul = Ja z z .”
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S R J O ’s tenor saxophonist,
Hadley Caliman. At 77 years old,

he is part of the living history of
jazz music in America. 
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